Today in the City of
David, a Saviour has
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been born; He is Christ the Lord.

Good News!
“Good news!” said the
angel to a young
woman named Mary,
“You
are
highly
favoured and the
Lord is with you. You
will have a son and
you are to give him
the name Jesus. He
will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. The Lord God will make him a
king, as his ancestor David was, and he will be
the king of the descendants of Jacob
forever; his kingdom will never end.”
“Good news!” said the angel to a carpenter
named Joseph. “Mary will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their
sins.”
“Bad news!” said Joseph to Mary. “The rulers
of our country want to take a census of the
entire Roman world. To make it easier for
them we must go to my home town to be
counted. That means a long journey to
Bethlehem and with the baby due so soon…”
“Bad news!” apologised the Inn Keeper.
“There’s not one room left in all of
Bethlehem. I do have a stable, you could stay
there…”
“Good news!” smiled Joseph. “It’s a boy, just
as God promised. God’s own Son…”
“Good news!” announced the angel to
astonished shepherds. “Don’t be afraid. This
is the best news ever, news of great joy for
people everywhere.

This is what you are to look for: a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
“Good news!” said the shepherds to each
other. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as
quickly as we can and see for ourselves what
has happened!” They set off running and
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger. And seeing was
believing. They told everyone they met what
the angels had said about the child and all
who heard were amazed. Mary remembered
all these things and thought deeply about
them. The shepherds returned to the hills,
singing praises to God for all they had heard
and seen; it had been just as the angel had
told them.
“Good news!” For Mary, for Joseph, for the
shepherds, for everyone who heard, and good
news for you and for me. What is this good
news? The good news is: God sent His Son,
the Christ, into this world. He lived, died and
rose again, and to all who receive Him as
their Saviour and Lord, to those who believe
in His name, He gives the right to become
children of God. And that is very, very good
news!

Merry Christmas!

Rev Janice

Christmas Services
Carols by Candlelight
Sun. 16th Dec. at 7pm
Family – Dressing-up – Service.
Sun. 23rd Dec. 11am
Christmas Day
Short Family Service – 10.30am
Church Decoration

As members will have noticed the Church has
been tastefully decorated for Christmas
including this beautiful montage of carol
singers in period dress beside the Christmas
tree.

people and how we live our lives and give an
example of Christian living is at the core of
this commandment.
Sandy Dalzell

Reflections

The reflections team would like to thank all
those who have helped to run this outreach
programme where we have opened the
Church for Prayer and Reflection on almost
every Thursday morning throughout the year.
It has been a privilege to come alongside
people, some attracted by the banner and
others by invitation. and our fellowship over
tea/coffee and the sharing of a simple meal
has been greatly appreciated. We aim to
continue during 2019 and would urge you, or
anyone whom you think might benefit, to
come and spend some quiet time in reflection
in the Church. There are always those
present who will pray with you or for your
concerns. If you feel that you could help in
anyway, please speak to any of the
Reflections Team.

PW Afternoon Group
Our thanks are due to Marie, Christine and
Terry for their excellent work.

New Elders
Session has been very encouraged and
gratified by the prayerful response of the
Congregation to our recent Eldership
election. There was a very good number of
votes cast, and it was obvious to us that
thought had been put into whom the people
wanted us to have leading the spiritual life of
our Congregation. In the new year, after the
Ordination and Installation Service, we will
welcome Ivan Currie, Dessie Lemon, Albert
Small and Sharron Watts to strengthen the
Session and to bring their insight and vision
to carry us forward as a Church into the
years ahead. We as a Church continue to
evolve and react to the very different
circumstances
of
modern
Life
and
consideration must be given as to how in the
future, we “do” Church. We cannot sit back
and expect people to come through our
doors, but under the leadership of our
Minister and Session, find ways of taking
Church into our Community. After all we have
been charged to make disciples of all the

The Ladies of the PW wish to thank all who
responded to this year’s Love in a Box
Appeal. The many boxes, blankets, jackets,
etc that were donated were collected by
Blythswood on 15th October to ensure that
they will get to Romania in good time for
Christmas.

At our meeting on 24th October we had a
very informative and enjoyable talk by Dr.
Robert Neill on past and present shops in
Donaghadee and we also took the opportunity
to show support for the “All in the Pink”
campaign mounted by Gordon’s Chemists in
aid of Cancer Care.

Financial Up-date

The Church Committee is grateful for the
continuing financial support and generosity of
so many members of the congregation.
Although the Free Will Offering figures at
the end of November (£45,183) are about
9% down on last year we look forward to the
usual December up-lift and a positive
outcome at the end of the year.
It is pleasing to report that the response to
the United Appeal (£4,495 to end
November) is an increase of £450 on last
year’s figure but, with our target of just
over £7,000, I trust that members will
respond as generously as possible to the
third of our annual appeals for this vital
work. Rev. Janice spoke in detail about the
Appeal on Sunday last, 2nd December, and
Appeal envelopes and information leaflets on
everything that it supports are being issued
with this Newsletter. Envelopes may be
returned on any Sunday up to the end of the
year.
Also with this Newsletter members will
receive FWO envelopes for 2019 and notes
showing the amounts contributed to the
various church funds up to mid-November.
Should anyone have any queries about any of
the figures please do not hesitate to contact
the relevant treasurer as indicated in the
note. With thanks for all your support.

Church Life

Ivan Currie ( Hon.Treasurer)

Christmas has sneaked up on us once again.
By the time you read this the Christmas tree
will have been lit to the singing of the school
choirs.
The Rotary Service will take place on Sunday
9th December at 7pm featuring the
Donaghadee Male Voice Choir. This will be
followed by our own Carols by Candlelight on
the next Sunday, 16th Dec. at 7pm. This is
always an enjoyable and reflective occasion.
The Church Life Committee would like to
thank all who supported the church events
during the year. We wish all a relaxing and
peaceful Christmas.
Sharron

Thanks for Supporting UCB

Rosemary and Elizabeth wish to thank all
those
who
contributed so
generously to
their
sponsored
Mournes climb
thus
raising
over £700 as
a donation to
UCB
bible
notes funding.
In spite of
atrocious
weather
conditions the
two
‘wringin’
wet’
ladies
completed the
Slieve Donard
climb on 13th
October. Well
done
ladies
and thanks to all who supported their
efforts.

PW Fellowship
December has been a
busy month for members with making and
serving teas at the Christmas Fair and,
assisted by Hannah, each of us making a
Christmas decoration to be proud of.
Looking forward to the New Year, Elma and
Alison will present a musical evening at the
January meeting and, in February, Debbie
Morton will give us some tips on how to make
the most of ourselves. New members are
always welcome to join us.
Anne J.

‘At The Gate of the year’

As 2019 approaches we are reminded of the

Minnie Louise Haskins’ poem used by King
George V1 at Christmas 1939:

‘And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the
year:
“Give me a light that I may tread
safely into the unknown.”
And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put
your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to
you better than light and safer than a known way.”
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod
gladly into the night’
Christmas wishes and God’s Blessing for 2019

Scouts

Scouts have had a very
busy autumn term. At

Halloween 12 scouts camped out in Mount
Stewart forest in shelters built by
themselves.

to thank everyone who helped us in any way
with this Service. It is much appreciated.
Also a massive thank you and well done to all
the girls who took part in the Service so well
and with such enthusiasm.
Our Christmas party is on Thursday 6th
December and our usual special guest will be
in attendance.
There will be no GB on 13th, 20th or 27th of
December. We will start back on Thursday
3rd January at the usual times.
We would like to wish everyone a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year.

Property
Despite the bitter cold wind a great night
was had and everyone actually stayed dry!

Jennifer MacDougall

The last few months have been very active
on the Property front.
The up-grading of the church sound system
was completed in September at a cost of
almost £10,000. In addition to a marked
improvement in the sound quality in the
church the new system will facilitate the
recording of services on to DVD’s for
distribution to folks who are unable to get to
church.
Another major item was the much needed
replacement of doors and windows in the
Minister’s room and rear courtyard at a cost
of almost £3,000.

On the same weekend a second group
attended the mechanic badge day run by the
army at Kinnegar logistics barracks. This was
the first event of its kind and a brilliant day
out. Our young people have also been to the
County Climbing event at Tollymore Outdoor
Centre and the Northern Ireland quiz at
Inst. and done very well at both events.
Congratulations to 5 of our scouts, Charli
Ogg, Lucy Watson, Popi Mason, Reuben Allen,
and Luke Hamilton and our cub leader Phillip
Dalzell who will be part of the county unit
heading to the European Jamboree in Poland
in 2020. This will be a brilliant adventure for
these young people!
Andrew Donaldson

The Girls’ Brigade

Our annual Enrolment Service
was held on Sunday 18th
November 2018. We would like

Following the unfortunate event of a few
Sundays ago when sponsorship money was
taken from the vestibule during the morning
service, the Committee decided that security
cameras should be installed to cover the
vestibule and church forecourt. This work
has now been completed at a cost of just
over £1,000.
Thanks to a generous donation by Mr Ian
Kinnaird the church is currently in the
process of purchasing a defibrillator for use
in emergencies arising on our premises or on
the street outside. Thanks are extended to
Ian for his generosity.
In spite of these
items of significant
expenditure, the Property Fund is still in a
reasonably healthy state with over £30,000
in credit thanks to the continued support of
many members of the congregation.

Tom Johnston (Prop. Fund Treasurer)

