NEWSLETTER

EASTER 2018

Jesus was once asked, “Of

all
the
commandments,
which
is
the
most
important?”
“The most important one,”
answered Jesus, “Is this:
Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all
your mind…the second most
important is like it: Love
your neighbour as you love
yourself.”
(Matthew 22:35-40)

Loving God and loving others
– that’s what Jesus declared as the two most
important things we can do.
Over the past year, the Kirk Session has been
meeting to look at our Mission Plan with a view to
both setting out where we are now and also
charting a way forward. We have come up with
that plan under the heading of, ‘Serving God,
Serving Others’, based on Jesus’ teaching above.
So, where are we now and where are we going?
The Kirk Session looked at this under a variety
of
headings:
Worship,
Pastoral
Care,
Congregational Life/ Fellowship, Discipleship,
Ministry and Mission (local and global), and
while our plan is still in the draft stage, we felt it
might be helpful to share some of our thoughts
so far. So, below please find a flavour of those
thoughts:
WORSHIP: Our chief concern Sunday by Sunday
is that God will be pleased with our worship and
that we worship in such a way that brings glory
and honour to Him. Looking forward we would like
to encourage others to join the music team, to

continue learning new praise items, increase
congregational involvement in leading worship and
upgrade our sound/ vision system.
PASTORAL CARE: The pastoral care of those
both within and beyond our congregation remains
one of our highest priorities. We aim to keep our
systems and priorities under review to ensure
pastoral care is always available as needed.
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/ FELLOWSHIP: Our
aim is to always be a warm, welcoming community
and we plan to continually look for ways to
promote and foster good relationships within and
beyond our congregation.
DISCIPLESHIP: We believe in the importance of
encouraging all to mature and grow in their faith.
Looking forward we aim to establish a
discipleship group for men, review our youth
ministry provision and look at further ways to

promote and encourage the prayer life of the
congregation.
(Continued over)
MINISTRY: We believe in empowering and
encouraging all members to use their God-given
gifts in His service. We are committed to
providing teaching, training, resources and
opportunities in this respect.
MISSION: As a local church, we believe we have
a special calling to serve and witness to those
living
and
working
in
our
immediate
neighbourhood as well as a calling to serve and
witness ‘to the ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:8).
Looking forward we will continue to serve and
reach out with the good news of the Gospel in our
local area and also pledge to keep global mission a
high priority through being informed, being
prayerful and giving generously.
Loving God and loving others through serving God
and serving others - we pray this is the essence
and heart of our Mission Plan and we as a Kirk
Session invite everyone to play their part as we
move forward together as God’s people. We at
First Donaghadee are a congregation with a
history of serving God
and serving others that
stretches
back
to
1642. We look forward,
by the grace of God, to
continuing to serve,
worship and witness,
and all to God’s glory.

Rev Janice

A Word from Session

In Jeremiah 29: 11 we read “For I know the plans
I have for you,” declares the Lord,” plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future”. As you have read above,
Session, together with our Minister, Janice, have
been thinking and praying during the past twelve
months about our Mission plan for First
Donaghadee.
Session would ask that you pray constantly over
this and play your part in implementing our
Mission plan. Just as in spring we see evidence of
new growth and hope for the future so we know
that with God’s help and guidance we can work

out the future that He has planned for His
people here in our Church and Community.

Sandy Dalzell

Church Life
Life is fairly busy in the Church Life Committee.
The quiz had to be postponed until 23rd March
due to another quiz taking part on the original
date.
An outing to "My Fair Lady" has been planned for
Saturday 21st of April and to date 33 people
have signed up for this from within and outside
the congregation. We look forward to this!
An Auction of Promises will take place on Friday
1st of June at 7pm with a whole range of
tempting lots from afternoon teas, Sunday
dinners, vouchers for local shops, pet sitting,
sports coaching, home baking, babysitting and
pictures of the Dee to name only a few!! In many
cases the items bid on will be a promise to
provide the goods or services but some items
such as the pictures will of course be available on
the day. Tea, coffee, etc., will be available on the
night. Please give this new venture for the
church your support.
It is hoped that we will again hold a "Messy
Church" this summer. We hope also to have a
coffee morning to help support Connect
Counselling in the town and also to hold a golfing
day followed by a meal out for golfers and non
golfers
alike.
Details
to
follow!!

Sharron

Easter Worship

Holy Week Evening Services at 7.30pm:
Monday 26th March:
Shore Street Presbyterian (Cafe Church).
Tuesday 27th March:
Donaghadee Methodist Church
Wednesday 28th March:
Donaghadee Parish Church.
Thursday 29th March:
First Donaghadee Presbyterian (Communion)
Good Friday 30th March:
Donaghadee Parish Church
Morning Prayer: Church open for prayer
10.30 - 12 noon Monday to Friday
during Holy Week

Easter Sunday:
Dawn Service 6am. Meet at the Church.
Followed by breakfast in the Church Hall.
11am: Family Service

Annual General Meeting

The Church AGM was held following the service
on Sunday, 18th March, in association with the
annual lunch in support of PW Missions.
Some 70 members enjoyed an excellent lunch
prior to the AGM and some £300 was donated to
the Missionary cause.
Having welcomed all present, the Rev Janice
convened the Annual Meeting with prayer and in
her opening remarks expressed thanks to all who
had provided and served the lunch, those who
had assisted in the preparation of the Annual
Report and the many leaders and office bearers
who work for the church throughout the year.
In her ‘Moderator’s comments’ the Rev Janice
gave a succinct review of the past year’s work
and witness and expressed confidence in looking
to the future as a church ‘Serving God and
Serving Others’.
Reports from Kirk Session and Congregational
Committee, together with statements of
accounts were presented in the Annual Report
and, following comments by Treasurer John
McClure on the General account and Property
Fund Treasurer, Tom Johnston, the reports were
formally adopted by the meeting.

United Appeal
With this issue of the
Newsletter members
will receive the first
United
Appeal
envelope for 2018.
You will also receive a
leaflet
about
the
Appeal and how the
funds raised are used. You are encouraged to
consult the leaflet and respond by placing your
donation in the enclosed envelope for return to
the church.
Unfortunately the total raised from our 3
envelope appeals last year fell short of our
target of just under £7,000 so we are keen to
encourage an improved response this year. The
Committee realize the heavy demands on private
incomes in recent times and very much appreciate
the generosity shown by so many in the
congregation. However, as explained in the
leaflet the money raised through the Appeal is

vital to the work of the church at home and also
overseas so, even a small amount in the envelope
will help towards our target for 2018.

Tom Johnston

PW (Afternoon)
At one of our February meetings the PW were
pleased to welcome Joanne Onstwedder who told
us about her life for 12 years on
Holland/American cruise ships.
The picture
below shows Joanne with some of our members
and a montage of some of the many cruise

destinations.
In March we enjoyed an informative session with
our own Mary Bell on the art of flower arranging.
Mary completed four beautiful arrangements and
four lucky members had their names chosen to
take them home.

The Girls’ Brigade
We would like to thank
everyone who contributed to
our GB week collection which to
date has raised the sum of
£809.50. This will pay for our
assessment to GB HQ with the
remainder going to Company
funds. Your support is very much appreciated.
The girls have been busy finishing all their
Badgework for the Session and we have also
started practicing for our Annual Parents’ Night.
This will be held on Friday 27th April and we
would love you to come along and support the
girls.

Jennifer MacDougal

‘Lasting Legacy’
150th Anniversary celebration of the birth of

Amy Carmichael
Millisle & Ballycopeland Church
Thursday 19th April at 7.30pm

The Real Easter
Over the Easter period
members attending church
will have the opportunity to
take one of these little
booklets entitled ‘The Real
Easter’.
These
are
produced
by
the
‘Christianity
Explored’
organisation and give a very
good Easter message.
As with the ‘Try Praying’
booklets last year, these
will be free
and it is
suggested that, having read it, members may
wish to pass their copy on to a friend or simply
leave it where someone may have an opportunity
to read it.
So, when you are at church be sure to pick up
your copy in the vestibule.

The Scout Group

The Scout Group in general has
been very active after their
Christmas break. Sections are
busy completing badge work and
preparing for the summer period
of April, May and June when they
will be going on outdoor activities including
camping, rally days and attending district and
county activities.

from the Children’s Heartbeat Trust with a
cheque for £500 as part of the fundraising from
the Festival of Christmas Trees held in
November.
Christine Rankin (GSL)

PW Fellowship
In January we enjoyed
a musical evening with
Elma and Alison who tested our knowledge of
song titles (not too expert!) but we knew enough
to sing along to some old favourites. Hugh
Robinson, local writer and broadcaster, shared
some of his nostalgic stories with us at our
February meeting. Through him we recalled old
Donaghadee with the pierrots on the pier,
Nardini’s and the local cinema. In Ballyhay he
amused us with people who called at his
grandmother’s cottage including the breadman,
the oil-cloth man and the gypsies. The speaker
at our hospitality meeting in March was Lindsay
Easson with his inspiring illustrated talk on the
work of ‘Send a Cow’ mission to several parts of
Africa. The local people are trained to improve
the quality of their produce, seed distribution
and animal husbandry thus supporting themselves
to care for and educate their families. In April
we look forward to sharing Flower Power so come
along to discover what that’s all about, then our
outing to the Tudor Cinema in Comber followed
by a meal has been arranged for 14th May.
At the Women’s
World
Day
of
Prayer, held this
year in Shore Street
Church on 2nd March,
prepared by the
women of Surinam,
South America, Joan
McKeag
appeared
resplendant in her
sari to represent the
women of India who
settled in Surinam.

We held our annual Scout Service on 4th March
and despite the unprecedented cold weather we
had an excellent turn out and a very enjoyable
youth-led service – the hymns and prayers all
chosen by the young people and well done to all
who took part in any way.

Anne Johnston

Annual Reports

We took this opportunity to present Lynn Cowan

The Church Annual Report for
2017 has been compiled and
printed in the last few weeks.
Members who were unable to
attend the
Annual
General

Meeting on Sunday, 18th March should receive
their copy with this issue of the Newsletter.

