NEWSLETTER
Surprise!

Easter 2017
What a sad, sombre picture. To Jesus’ followers, once so
filled with hope, it must have seemed as though the
world had ended, and ‘tomorrow’ wouldn’t have been a
word that meant much.
On that first Easter morning, the women arrived early,
but a surprise was in store. The stone, they had been
worrying about moving, had been rolled away…..the
soldiers were gone and the body was gone! Then
another surprise was in store: two men in clothes that
gleamed like lightning asked the question, ‘Why do you
look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he
has risen!’

I heard a story of a man and his three year old daughter
Nicole. Nicole was increasingly excited as Easter
approached, and kept asking her dad, “How many days
until Easter? How many sleeps until Easter? I can’t wait
for Easter!”
Her dad began to wonder why Nicole seemed as anxious
for Easter to come as she had been for Christmas, and
one day asked her, “Do you know what Easter means
Nicole?”
With a smile on her face and at the top of her voice,
Nicole replied, “Easter means Surprise!”
What better word could sum up the meaning of Easter?
•

Surprise, death!

•

Surprise, powers of evil!

•

Surprise, women at the tomb!

•

Surprise, mourning disciples!

•

Surprise, He is not here, He has risen!

At about noon on Friday, the day Jesus was crucified,
darkness blotted out the sun. The disciples had scattered
during the trials, all but one left Jesus to die alone. It
must have seemed as though evil had defeated the Son of
God. There was nothing left to do except to prepare the
body for burial, lay him on the shelf of a borrowed tomb
and then roll a stone across the entrance. The women,
who had come with Jesus from Galilee, followed, saw the
tomb, and then went home to prepare spices, resting on
the Sabbath before planning to return the next day.

To say that the women would have been surprised
doesn’t begin to sum up how they must have felt! But
what better word could sum up the meaning of Easter…
Today, 2017, we live in times in which it can be difficult
to surprise anyone. We live through days in which we
take so much for granted: we are not surprised by our
easy access to the Internet, we are not surprised by
worldwide communication at the touch of a button,
space travel is no longer a big deal, we are not surprised
or even at times shocked at the local and international
news we read or hear of day after day. Words like,
‘sensational’, ‘amazing’, ‘astounding’, ‘breathtaking’,
often merit little more than passing attention. Yet in this
hard to impress world, the Risen Christ, will still take us
by surprise if we will let Him. How? In so many ways:
Through a word
from
Scripture
that strikes us in a
totally new way,
through
something said in
a sermon that cuts
to our heart like a
laser
beam,
through
a
whispered prayer,
through
unexpected joy, through the realisation that while we
were searching for Jesus, He was there right beside us
the whole time.
(cont. over)

Surprise (cont.)

Church Life

This Easter season, ask the Risen Christ to take you by
surprise. Ask Him to speak to you in new ways; ask
Him to help you go deeper in your walk with Him.
Search for Him through the pages of Scripture as
never before, He promises you will find Him. Pray
with boldness, confidence, and persistence, expecting
prayers to be answered, and when the opportunity
arises, speak to others about what Jesus means to you
and the difference He makes in your life.

Social events kicked off in February with the Beetle
Drive which was well attended by young and old
alike. This was a fun evening of fellowship and there
was a great variation in beetles (in the speed of their
creation and the oddity of their form!) The evening
produced friendly rivalry and excitement for many!

In Café Church we have been praying, ‘Come, Holy
Spirit, come’. Why not make that your daily prayer:
Pray for Christ’s Spirit to come and transform your
life in new and surprising ways. This Easter we are all
invited to take part in an initiative called ‘Try Praying’.
Why not take one of the booklets, use it yourself for
seven days, and then prayerfully give it away to
someone. Your
gift
of
the
booklet might
just be the
beginning
of
some surprises for someone else.

The "Voices in Spring" concert was a huge success. It
was very much a community event featuring the
choirs of Donaghadee Primary School, Donaghadee
Community Choir, Kaylee Rogers of Killard House
School and our very own Andrew McBride.
It was a full church and enjoyed by all. A donation was
made to Killard House School from the proceeds and
the remaining sum of over £1 225 was given to church
funds.
The Church Life
Committee
will
meet
soon
to
discuss future plans
and any suggestions
for new events will
always be welcome!

Sharron Watts

On that first Easter morning, the women at the tomb
were taken completely by surprise. Many other
surprises would follow, this was just the beginning…..
May the Risen Christ take you by surprise this Easter,
and may He use us each one, to spread the good news,
the incredible good news of the gospel, in this lost and
challenging world.
Happy Easter!
Janice Browne

PS. Provisional date
for a golf event – 8th
Sept.

Session Reflections

No matter who we are or where we were born one
thing truly unites us -- water. We're all made of it and
we all need it to survive. 1 in 10 people drink dirty
water and 1 in 3 are without a decent toilet. Water Aid
works with Governments, businesses, local
communities and supporters like our Congregation to
help make change happen. The money which we raise
from donating our small change will help
communities have clean safe water and better hygiene
which will result in less water borne diseases. Water
unites
us
across
countries and cultures
from 16 year old Aqsa in
Pakistan to 80 year old
Kamida in Uganda.

As the song says “what a difference a day makes” so the
Session are delighted with the difference made to the life
and witness of First Donaghadee over the past eight
months.
Under the leadership of our minister the Rev Janice
Browne and with the backing of the Congregation we are
making progress. Of course we have a long way to go but
seeds are being sown and we are already seeing an
increase in young families and other folks joining in our
fellowship. Session are taking a close look at what we do
and how we can make our witness relevant to our
Community. Sometimes less is more in that we may do
less but what we do is better and more effective. We
must continue to pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit
and what we are learning in Cafe Church has changed
how we view the influence of the Spirit.
We are determined to be a welcoming Church being salt
and light to each other and to our Community and so
Session would urge you to pray continually for if we are
right with God then we will prosper and increase will
follow. As Janice would say ‘worry about nothing and
pray about everything’.

Sandy Dalzell

Andrew entertains

Water Aid

The buckets will be in
the Welcome area until
Easter Sunday. So far
we have raised over
£400. Can we make the
£500 with YOUR loose
change?

Sandy Dalzell

The Girls’ Brigade

Financial Up-date

We would like to thank everyone
who contributed to our GB week
collection in February, which raised
the sum of £870.30. This will pay
for our assessment to GB HQ with
the remainder going to Company
funds.
The girls have been busy finishing all their Badgework
for the Session and we have also started practising for
our Annual Parents Night. This will be held on Friday
28th April and we would love you to come along and
support the girls.
Jennifer MacDougal
(Officer in Charge)

PW Fellowship

Sweets and Chocolate Bars
Thanks to all who donated £1 to our Fireside Quiz; we
hope you enjoyed the challenge (and maybe ate a few
more sweets as you puzzled it out)! The £270 raised
will go towards the planned refurbishment of the
Curragh Room.
Answers as follows:- 1. Quality Street 2. Black Magic 3.
Milk Tray 4. Polo Mints 5. Ferrero Rocher 6.
Smarties 7. Maltesers 8. Toblerone 9. Tic Tacs 10.
After Eights 11. Fisherman’s Friends 12. Glacier
Mints 13. Randoms 14. Minstrels 15. Double Decker
16. Jelly Babies 17. Dairy Milk Buttons 18. Bitsa
Wispa 19. Starburst 20. Fruit Pastilles.
The winners have each been presented with a large
Easter Egg. They are:
Pam Canmore, Julianne
Kernaghan, Edith Lemon, Margaret Murray and
Sharron Watts.

Anne Johnston

If you were unable to attend
the AGM on 19th March when
the Annual Reports for
2016 were distributed you
should receive your copy
with this issue of the Church
Newsletter.

The overall financial situation remains fairly tight but
manageable. We started the year with a credit balance
of £11 802.68 and finished the quarter with a balance
of £7 296.97.

Gift Aid

We’ve
enjoyed
an
interesting
and
rewarding year of fun
and fellowship with craft work, beaded icicles, an
inspiring talk by Rev David McKee, a musical evening
with Elma, a ‘getting to know you’ talk by Rev Janice
Browne, a missionary talk by a young couple, soon to
be married, Ricardo and Kat working in Sao Paulo,
Brazil and this month a talk on a local History theme
by Jean Roberts featuring the Donaghadee Gasworks.
We look forward to our outing in May to the Comber
cinema.

Annual Reports

As already mentioned, the 2016 Annual Report is
being issued with this Newsletter to members who
were not at the Annual General Meeting. This note,
therefore, covers only the first quarter of 2017.
Freewill offering, including loose plate collections
amounted to £12 582.81, an increase of 8% on the
previous year. The Church Committee would like to
thank all contributors who have continued to support
the work of the church and to welcome new members
who have become contributors over the last year.

All members who pay Income tax, and have not
already done so are encouraged to complete a gift aid
declaration. This enables the church to claim back
from HMRC 25% of your contributions. Please contact
me or your District Elder.

John McClure (Treasurer)

Property
Thanks are extended to all of you who continue to
support the Property Fund with your monthly
envelopes. The first quarter of 2017 is 22% up on
2016 – so well done to all involved.
The work of replacing windows and re-painting the
Curragh Room will start just after Easter at a cost of
almost £4,000.
Tom Johnston

United Appeal
With this issue of the
Newsletter
members
will
receive the first United Appeal
envelope for 2017. You will also
receive a leaflet about the
Appeal and how the funds
raised are used. You are
encouraged to consult the leaflet and respond by
placing your donation in the enclosed envelope for
return to the church.
We were delighted that last year’s appeal exceeded
our target figure of over £6,000 even though a
considerable number of members choose not to
respond. As explained in the leaflet the money raised
through the Appeal is vital to the work of the church
at home and also overseas so, even a small amount in
the envelope will help a very worthy cause.

Tom Johnston

Easter Worship
Holy Week Evening Services at 7.30pm:
Monday 10th April:
Shore Street Pres.(Cafe Church).
Tuesday 11th April: Donaghadee Methodist.
Wednesday 12th & Thursday 13th:
Donaghadee Parish Church.
Good Friday 14th April:
First Donaghadee Presbyterian.
Morning Prayer: Church open for prayer
8-10am Monday to Friday during Holy Week
Easter Sunday:
Dawn Service 6am. Meet at the Church.
Followed by breakfast in the Church Hall.
11am: Family Service

Scout Group
Spring is a very busy time for the Scout Group. We
had our Annual Scout service on Sunday 5th March
when Rev Janice Browne conducted the service with
several members of the Scout Group taking part.
Squirrels are very busy with their activities while
Beavers are continuing with their challenge badges.
They have completed their Space badge and working
to finish their safety and craft badges. They made
butterfly cards for Mother’s Day, have attended the
District Fun Day at Mountstewart and County Day at
Crawfordsburn and are looking forward to the Beaver
Rally Day. They are excited about the forthcoming
sleep over in June – Pirates being the theme. Beavers
also took part in a sponsored walk raising a
substantial sum for
their Young Leader
Peter Verner who is
going to India later in
the year. Cubs have
been out and about
and
particularly
enjoyed a visit to the
Fire
Station.
(picture: ‘enjoying a
hose down’)
Scouts have been busy
over the last few months working on their challenge
badges. This included a visit to the lifeboat station
where we learned all about the RNLI. 20 Scouts went
the Castle Ward last weekend to camp at the
bunkhouse. The weather was very kind and allowed
some of the more enthusiastic scouts to sleep in
shelters they made themselves under the stars on the
Saturday night. We look forward to a busy outdoor
season ahead including more camps, rafting, hiking
and culminating in summer camp at NIJAM.
St George’s Day will take place in Donaghadee this
year on Sunday afternoon 23rd April.
Christine Rankin (Group Scout Leader)

Annual General Meeting
Over 60 members of the Congregation attended the
fellowship lunch and the AGM held following Morning
Worship on Sunday 19th March. To date £311.00 has been
donated for overseas missionary work through PW.
Rev Janice Browne opened the formal part of the meeting in
prayer and commented that it was a unique experience for
her as in her former charges in Donegal they did not have
AGMs. In her opening remarks Janice recalled how a missed
telephone call from Sam Castles resulted in God opening
the door for her and Tim to come to Donaghadee to
continue her Ministry. She thanked everyone for the warm
welcome, kindness and prayers they have received since
her installation. She stated that her priorities are to lead
inclusive worship, to have a prayer centered ministry and
to have a pastoral heart. For the future she wants to see
Cafe Church grow, to have more family services, to
encourage members to lead the prayers for others, to have
Messy Church, a Holiday Bible Club and to have an Easter
initiative. All this will require us all to move forward
together and grow in our walk with God.
As in previous years the Financial, Session and Committee
reports were taken as read. Church Treasurer John McClure
commented on the Financial statement and reported that
whilst income from Specified sources was up 12% our
overall income had fallen by 5%. Expenditure was down
5.6% and we had a closing balance of £11,800.
Tom Johnston, Propery Fund Convenor, was pleased to
report a 20% rise in receipts from envelope contributions
and an increase of 27% in the Harvest Offering. Thanks
were expressed to those who contribute faithfully; to the
Church Life Committee for funds raised; and to Anne
Johnston and the Estate of the late Doreen Spencer for the
generous donation of £10,000.
On the expenditure side there were repairs to heating
pipes, plastering and painting of the Church interior and
necessary work to the manse. All this resulted in the
Property Fund, whilst stretched, having a healthy balance
at present. However as we are about to spend four or five
thousand pounds on the Curragh Room and in the long
term a very major scheme of heating replacement,
continued support for the fund is vital.
On a pleasing note it was good to report that the loan taken
out in 2002 for major work on the Church and Halls has
been cleared.
A motion to transfer the Trusteeship of the Church’s
property to the Education Board of the Ards Presbytery
was carried and notice of a Church Committee election was
given.
The meeting was brought to a close with the Benediction.

Craft Group

Sandy Dalzell

Some members of the Craft Group display
the lay-out for new church wall hangings.

