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By the time you read this article the Scout Group
will have started their new session for 2017/18. All
have returned after the summer break refreshed and
ready for the challenges they will enjoy as part of
their busy programme and the rewards at the end as
they move to the relevant section.
Awards for the year: 3 Scouts received Chief Scouts
Gold Awards, 8 Cubs the Silver Award and 11
Beavers their Bronze Awards. Well done to all who
worked very hard to achieve these awards. The
Group is at capacity with young people and has a
waiting list for the younger sections. It’s always
good to welcome new young people to the Group
and we are confident that all our young people will
enjoy their programmes.
The highlight of the summer was NIJAM at
Crawfordsburn in late July when fourteen of our
scouts attended. A great week was had by all despite
the heavy showers and resulting mud. The scouts
enjoyed many activities ranging from canoeing in
Portavoe reservoir to a visit to the Giants Causeway.

As this Newsletter is published voting members of
the congregation will be returning their voting
papers to elect up to 13 members to serve on the
Church Committee. Following the counting of the
votes by Kirk Session on Monday, 18th September
those elected will be approached and asked if they
are prepared to serve. It is Session’s hope that all
who are elected will be prepared to serve in this
important work of the congregation.
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NEWSLETTER

Our Annual Harvest Thanksgiving
Services will be held on Sunday,
1st October at 11am and 7pm
and, as in past years, our Harvest
Appeal will be on behalf of the
Property Fund which is ‘saving up’
for anticipated heavy cost of the
church heating system. Envelopes
may be returned at any time in the next few weeks
and, as always, contributions, large or small, will be
very much appreciated.
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Autumn means….
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They also had the opportunity to make a lot of new
friends from England, Scotland and beyond.
Reports indicate a great time was had by all despite
the inclement weather. A number of our leaders
were involved in the organising, setting up and
participating at this event which had over 1000
Scouts and leaders from around the world. It is at
this time of year leaders will attend meetings and
training for the new season. The District Walk this
year will be held at Mount Stewart in October.
The Group is making plans for the forthcoming
Festival of Christmas Trees and planning their
themes for the Christmas Trees.
Squirrels will celebrate their 25th birthday and no
doubt there will be cake and lots of it!

Christine Rankin

(Group Scout Leader)

Picture: Andrew Donaldson

During the summer months the work of replacing
the windows and redecoration of the Curragh Room
was completed as was the major task of removing
the ivy from the wall and roof. In total these cost
just over £4,500 but the resultant improvement in
appearance and heating conservation suggests that it
was money ‘well spent’. Thanks are recorded to
Property Co-ordinator, Jim Gibson, for his oversight
of the work and also to the members of the PW
Fellowship who raised almost £1,000 by a donation
and Coffee Morning proceeds towards the cost.
It is pleasing to report that, up to the end of August,
the Property Fund income from monthly envelopes
has shown a 12% increase on the same period for
last year so sincere thanks are due to all those who
return their envelopes each month. Your support is
very much appreciated.
Tom Johnston
( Prop. Fund Treasurer)

Traidcraft

Attractive
catalogues
are
now available in
the Welcome area.
Please pick one up and have a look at the cards and
gifts on offer. A sample of cards on display will give
you an idea of the size and quality available. As in
previous years your purchases will also help to
support the work of Tearfund. First orders will be
sent off on 30th September, second orders on 31st
October, so goods arrive with you in good time for
Christmas.

Anne Johnston

	
  

How would you complete this sentence? ‘Autumn
means….’
Autumn means:
•

Summer’s over

•

Darker evenings

•

A chill in the air

•

Fruit, crops and harvest time

•

Falling leaves

•

Creation in all its glory?

Autumn means different things to different people:
some people relish getting back into the routine of
school, or college, or the workplace, while others
struggle with or even dread the busyness of this
season. Some adore the crisp, sharp autumn
mornings, while others find their mood dropping as
steadily as the evening light….
What does autumn mean for you and what might
autumn mean for us as a congregation at First
Donaghadee? What does autumn mean? Autumn
means ‘opportunity’ and Ephesians 5: 16 reminds us,
‘Make good use of every opportunity, because these
are challenging days.’

So, here at First, in this season of autumn, what
opportunities might there be? There’s the
opportunity to deepen your prayer life. Earlier this
month we gave out ‘Prayer Notes and Daily News’
as a way to both keep us all informed concerning
church events and to give us pointers for prayer. The
prayer diary format also provides a great opportunity
for outreach through simply taking an extra copy and
giving it to someone else. That way, not only are you
deepening your own prayer life, you’re encouraging
another to do the same! The prayer diary idea is
something we hope to repeat later in the year. There
are of course other opportunities when it comes to
prayer: there is the open invitation to join the
Wednesday morning prayer group or to use the
prayer cards to make a prayer request and Thursday
morning ‘Reflections’ provides an opportunity for a
time of quiet prayer in the church.
This autumn also gives an opportunity to deepen
your Bible knowledge through coming along to the
Bible Study either on a Thursday evening at 8pm or
to ‘Take Two’ on the following Thursday at 9am.
This season we are looking together at the book of
Revelation and what a challenging and encouraging
book it is. On our first evening we had such a turn
out we almost had to move to a bigger room – but
there’s always room for more! Never been to the
Bible Study? This autumn, why not take the
opportunity to give it a try.
Café Church, due to meet on 17th September and 29th
October, and then again in the new year, is a
wonderful opportunity to meet together in an
informal way to worship God and to study His
Word. We sit around tables, we sing together, we
learn together, we chat together, and of course we
drink lots of coffee! This season we are following a
course produced by our own denomination called
‘Essentials’ – an eight session journey designed to
help followers of Jesus reflect on and live out the
essentials of discipleship. Café Church is for
everyone – young and old, for seekers, for new
Christians, for those more mature in their faith, for
anyone who wants to explore what it means to
follow Christ.
(Over)

Our planned Festival of Christmas Trees, Friday
17th- Sunday 19th November, provides a host of
opportunities for worship, for fellowship, for service,
for fund raising, for celebration and for outreach.
Why not take the opportunity to invite someone to
come along who has perhaps never been inside our
church or maybe inside any church. We have a
theme for this year’s Festival, ‘You are the light of
the world’, chosen to remind us of our call to bring
the light of the good news of Christ to the people of
Donaghadee and beyond.
Autumn means….whatever autumn means for you,
what about, as it says in Ephesians 5:16, making the
most of every opportunity, because we do indeed
live in very challenging days. Taking those
opportunities when it comes to your prayer life and
Bible study, when it comes to fellowship and sharing
your faith, always remembering to take the
opportunity every day to thank God for His work in
your life, and to Him be all the praise and glory.
Blessing of the season.

Rev. Janice
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As we enter another winter session of church
activities the Kirk Session express their thanks to the
Rev. Janice for all the detailed planning and
preparation for the various themes that we will
explore in Sunday Worship, Bible Study and Cafe
Church. In Bible study we will have an introduction
to Revelation and an in depth look at the letters to
the seven Churches. Cafe Church will use a PCI
resource “Essentials” a series of eight sessions
reflecting on living out the essentials of decipleship.
All of our other activities, Sunday School, P. W.,
Scouts, Girls’ Brigade, Craft Group, Reflections and
the Wednesday prayer team which, in their various
ways, make up our witness and outreach, will be
carrying on the week by week life of our Church.
Session would ask for your prayerful support, your
help, and your presence at as many of these activities
as is possible.

PW	
  Service	
  th

Sandy Dalzell

On Sunday 10 September we were pleased and
honoured to welcome Rev Dr Ruth Patterson OBE as
guest speaker at the joint PW Service. Her talk
entitled ‘Who do you think you are?’ held
everyone’s interest and gave the congregation food
for thought.
Ladies from the PW afternoon group and the evening
PW Fellowship group took a leading role in a wellattended service with prayers, readings and in the
harmonious PW praise group led by Elma.
Rev Janice in her children’s address captivated not
only the children’s interest but that the adults too as
we attempted to memorise the names of various
kinds of sweets mentioned in her story.
Two banners, a gift from the Ladies Crafts Group,
were dedicated towards the close of the service.

PW	
  Fellowship	
  

At our lively September
‘Get together’ meeting
we finalised the programme for the coming year
2017-2018, renewed friendships following the
summer break and enjoyed a ‘naughty calorific’
supper provided by the committee. Members were
thanked for their excellent support for the church
Coffee Morning in August which raised over £600
towards the refurbishment of the Curragh Room and
were also congratulated on their input at the PW
Service.
On Monday 9th October we plan to have a go at
dyeing a silk scarf each with the assistance of two
ladies from the Crafts Group, Margaret and Barbara.
Rev Janice will be our speaker on Monday 13th
November and we look forward to her lively and
thought provoking presence.
PW Fellowship meets on the second Monday of each
month at 8pm in the Curragh Room and new
members can be assured of a warm welcome.

Anne Johnston

The	
  Girls’	
  Brigade
GB started again on 7th September
and it was great to see most of the
girls back with us. A special
welcome to the girls who have just
joined our Company and I hope
you enjoy your time with us. 	
  
Thanks to Susan, Shannon, Janice, Sharon, Sharron
and Ann who are back again as Officer, Sub Officer,
Chaplain and Associates to provide a varied
programme for the girls throughout the year.
If any other girls would like to join us you will be
made very welcome. We meet on a Thursday
evening at 6.30pm for Under Fives and Explorers (3
-7 year olds) and 7.30pm for Juniors, Seniors and
Brigaders (8 years and above).

Church	
  Life	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   The annual coffee morning was held in August and
Summer didn't provide the heat we hoped for but
God's kingdom was well watered! Despite the
weather, fun was had and memories made with the
introduction of the family Messy Church in July.
Thanks to all in the congregation who entered into
the fun on these evenings and it was great to see the
children enjoying themselves too.

We all found ourselves dressed as Samsons on
arrival with flowing paper locks. "Superheroes" was
the theme and this was reflected in the crafts and
songs. The dance floor was filled with movers and
groovers to the music. Prizes were given to those
with the best moves (and sometimes those who
thought they'd the best moves-you know who you
are!!). The fun culminated in a BBQ at the Scout
Centre, Crawfordsburn Country Park. Great food
and craic were had! Thanks to all who made the
messy church a great success!

provided much needed funds for the Property
Thanks again to those who put in the
providing, attending or helping in any way!
£650 was raised towards cost of Curragh
Improvements

Fund.
work,
Some
room

Friday, 8th September, was our "golf day" when a
few brave souls ventured out on to the putting green.

This was followed by an excellent meal at the
Stables with 27 attending. Tom presented the prizes
for the putting. Congratulations to the winners
Roger Irwin and the Rev Janice. Commiserations to
Tim. It was close Tim!! Maybe Janice can give you
a few tips?

Jennifer MacDougall
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This year’s
Appeal is
under way
with shoe
boxes now
available in
the church
vestibule.
The
PW
have been
encouraged
by the response of the congregation in recent years
and look forward to a similar return this year. Boxes
my be returned up to Sunday 15th October.

	
  

The next event on the calendar to look forward to is
the Beetle Drive on the 27th October at 7pm. Hope
to see you all there.
Sharron Watts

